
   
 
Obviously, you can develop your own specific 
application of the project to your chosen 
readings. 
 

Synthesis Dinner Party

            
   

 

      
      

   

This packet includes directions for several 
different Synthesis Dinner Party projects — 
Education, Trancendentalism, Cancel Culture.

      
     

    
  

Illustrations are inc luded from several different 
teachers — Elisa Wong, Lucia Pichardo- 
Rodriguez, Melissa Marfia-Roza, Anne E. 
Malmquist



Synthesis Dinner Party: Education Unit 
(Adapted by Elisa Wong from materials created by Sarah Reichert, Ellen Chiesa, Tara Seale) 

 
You are hosting a dinner party, and your guests are 4 of the writers (sources) in this education unit.  You 
will provide a wonderful meal for your guests and direct the conversation. 

 
 
Seating Chart:   
Create a seating chart poster including yourself; position similar guests (sources) near each other.   
 
Appetizers:  
Consider the following positions on education.  Which “appetizer” would each guest choose, including 
yourself? Why? 
 

• It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it. —
Aristotle 

 
• The philosophy of the school room in one generation will be the philosophy of government in the 

next. —Abraham Lincoln 
 

• The highest result of education is tolerance. —Helen Keller 
 

• The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence 
plus character - that is the goal of true education.  —Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

• Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world. —Nelson 
Mandela 

 
Main Dish: 
Serve one of the following questions to you and your guests and write each person’s answer (based on 
their experience in their time period).  Include one piece of text evidence to support each answer 
(except for your response – use personal experience as evidence). 
 

• To what extent do our schools serve the goals of a true education? 
• What is your philosophy about the way in which children should learn? 
• What issues with the school system need to be addressed? 

 
Dessert:   
Select a specific dessert for each guest, including yourself. The dessert should be somehow connected to 
their experiences and their answers to the question served as the main dish.  Explain the connection. 
 
Background Music:  
Create a border with a playlist of well-chosen background music. 
 
Centerpiece:  
At the center of the table, create a visual image connected to the “theme” of the dinner party. 

 
 



The Rules:  

 Put your name and class period on the BACK of the poster. 
 Use unlined white paper, and put all work on ONE side of the poster. Fill the entire page. 
 Title the poster appropriately to reflect the content (the question being discussed). 
 Use colored pens, pencils, or markers.  
 Be purposeful about the arrangement of your poster. For example, have a reason for using a 

certain color or for placing an object in a certain place. 
 All work needs to show evidence of THOUGHT, PLANNING, EFFORT. 

 
Required Components: 
 

 Seating Chart 
 Appetizer Selection and Explanation 
 Main Dish Responses and Text Evidence 
 Dessert Selection and Explanation 
 Border that includes a playlist of background music (at least 4 songs, include title 

and musician). 
 Centerpiece 

 
 
Rubric: 
 

COMPONENTS 
 

TOTAL SCORE =  __________ /  points 

Missing or 
Inadequate  

Needs Improvement 
 

(elements lack 
specificity or clarity) 

Adequate  
 

(meets 
requirements)  

Excellent  
 
(more insightful 
and thorough)  

Choices of appetizers are well-chosen and explanations 
of choices are well-developed and supported. 

1    2    3 4    5    6 7  7.5  8  8.5 9    10 

Guests’ answers to main dish question are appropriate 
and “true” to the voice and perspective of each guest. 
Well-chosen text evidence supports guests’ answers. 

2    4    6 8    10    12 14  15  16  17 19    20 

Choices of desserts are well-chosen and explanations of 
choices are well-developed and supported. 

1    2    3 4    5    6 7  7.5  8  8.5 9    10 

There are 4 songs in the background music playlist that 
accurately express the main ideas of party. 

1    1.5 2    3 3.5    4 4.5    5 

Centerpiece visual image create a central focus to your 
poster and appropriately connects to the theme of the 
party. 

1    1.5 2    3 3.5    4 4.5    5 

The poster is a visually pleasing representation of the 
totality of the text. The title (question) is clearly visible 
on the poster. Overall, the project reveals evidence of 
thought, planning, and effort. 

1    1.5 2    3 3.5    4 4.5    5 

 
 



 

Education Unit Dinner Party 
You and your group will be hosting a dinner party for four of the authors from this unit that we studied. The 
authors have been pre-assigned based on commonalities in their texts. 
 
Use Google Slides to present your party. Be creative and truly think about these speakers: what they like, 
think, and believe. You will be graded on the content of the discussion contributions that your dinner party 
guests will make. 
 
Learning Targets: 

● Explain how an argument demonstrates understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, or needs. 
● Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 

 
Now the guests have arrived, the table is set, and the meal is ready to be served. Let the conversation begin! 

 
● Slide 1> The invitation (when, where, event, dress, RSVP, the host) 
● Slide 2> The honored guest with a picture and brief bio 
● Slide 3> The piece the guest contributed to this themed unit 
● Slide 4> Agenda Slide 
● Slide 5> Entertainment Slide 
● Slide 6> The Menu: you are serving a four-course meal! Make a menu that includes an appetizer, salad, main 

course, and desert selection to honor each guest (one course aligns with each guest) 
● Slides 7 + > Question Slides: Each guest’s answer to the following questions 

○ To what extent do our schools serve the goals of a true education? (Have the guest answer based on 
their experience in their time period.) 

○ What is your philosophy about the way in which children should learn? 
○ What issues with the system need to be addressed? (Again, based on their time period - could extend to 

today though!) 
○ Have each guest ask another guest a question regarding their answer to the previous question(s). Have 

that guest’s response. 
○ Have each guest pose a question to the table and have other guests respond. 

 
● Last Slide> Works Cited Slide: cite the essays that represent each guest at the party as well as any outside 

sources that you consulted for your party. Make sure you use MLA formatting. The essay is found in your 
textbook, so you will need to figure out how to cite an essay from a textbook. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 4 (Mastery) 3 (Proficient) 2 (Approaching) 1 (Beginning) 0 (Insufficient) 

CLE 3.A Identify 
and explain 
claims and 
evidence within 
an argument. 

Arguments are 
consistently 
supported with 
quality evidence 
appropriate to 
speaker and 
appropriate for 
audience 

Arguments are 
supported with 
evidence 
appropriate to 
speaker and 
appropriate for 
audience 

Arguments are 
mostly supported 
with evidence 
that may not 
always fit speaker 
or audience 

Arguments are 
sporadically 
supported with 
evidence. 
Appropriateness 
for 
speaker/audienc
e is occasionally 
questionable. 

Arguments not 
supported with 
evidence or 
evidence does 
not fit 
speaker/audienc
e 

RHS 1. B Explain 
how an argument 
demonstrates 
understanding of 
an audience’s 
beliefs, values, or 
needs. 

Analysis clearly 
articulates each 
author’s purpose 
and 
consideration of 
their audience in 
relation to the 
context of their 
text. 

Analysis 
articulates most 
of the authors’ 
purposes in 
consideration 
with their 
audience with 
some minor gaps 
for elaboration. 

Analysis 
articulates the 
authors’ 
purposes with 
noticeable gaps. 
Much elaboration 
is needed. 

Analysis Is lacking 
for most 
questions. 
Connections to 
purpose and 
audience is 
vague. 

Analysis is not 
included for 
answers to 
questions. 

I can create a 
finished, polished 
product 

Presentation is 
visually appealing 
and contains few 
grammatical 
errors 

Presentation is 
visually appealing 
and contains few 
patterned 
grammatical 
errors 

Presentation 
needs some 
minor revisions 
and much 
attention to 
grammar 

Presentation 
looks incomplete 
or awkward. 
There are many 
grammatical 
errors 

Presentation 
clearly needs a 
lot of work to be 
finished. 

 

Developed by Brittany Freymiller



 

 

 
SYNTHESIS DINNER 

CONTROVERSIAL 
CONVERSATIONS WITHOUT 

ENDING CANCELED  
So far you have:  

- taken notes on the ‘Cancel Culture Intro’ lecture 
- read 3 articles about cancel culture from varying perspectives and analyzed and discussed several political cartoons  
- chosen THREE more voices to be at the “table” (either 1-2 articles you found on your own AND 1-2 political cartoons 

you found on your own for a total of 3 
 

:WITH THIS INFORMATION, YOU WILL CREATE: 
A SHORT SCRIPT that depicts a dynamic conversation between the 6 opinionated authors who have all been invited to a 
dinner party.  
Guest list 

- Start your guest list by telling me who is invited (the authors of your 6 sources), what their current position on cancel 
culture is when walkinging in the door, and what their motivation for that position is (what is their belief rooted in)? 

The dinner conversation  
- will have each person represent their initial stances and positions on cancelling in some format -- either through stating 

it or through countering/supporting a different dinner guest 
- should contain examples, counters, debate, support from other party guests, disagreement, acknowledgement etc… this 

is where YOU can use the 6 types of reasoning and appeals to pathos/ethos etc. It is ok to get heated and still remain 
civil and open to hearing things -- often people do not like to be called out on what their position means to others or 
what it implies as truth or fact beyond their own lives, so broadening context and meaning can be enlightening but also 
hard to hear -- ALSO, feel free to use information from your research that an author would probably have read / or 
come across and likely be able to use to defend or counter someone’s position / point of view. (CITE anything you 
directly quote from an article). 

- should conclude with each guest leaving with either a slightly different or grossly different position than they came to 
the party with  

- (NOTE: they do NOT all have to end in 100% agreement to the same exact understanding or position, but that 
is also an option -- you should consider what their motives are and what the likelihood of them being swayed is 
-- though sometimes people change their WHOLE outlook on something when they really hear someone else 
and see the value in a different outlook.) 

- ***NOTE: you are NOT required to map out beforehand, but making a concept map of who supports 
who or counters who and what quotes you might use would be helpful -- though start on the script if 
you’re ready. Each member COULD take the role of a different author and participate that way.  

Goodbyes 
- Annotated Works Cited -- Create a works cited page that has all the citation information properly formatted and then 

add a note about what each person is leaving with and learning from this conversation? (how do they have a better 
understanding of the complexity of the situation that they did not consider before ‘listening to others.’ PERFECT MLA 
excepted. 

 
DINNER TABLE POSTER 

- Entrance: what do they enter believing (what is their underlying motivation) 
- Pot-luck contribution --- what FOOD do they bring that “others need to eat” and what does it illustrate about them?  
- What do they “take from the table” on their plate to consider? 
- What perspective do they leave with  



 

 

- (you may use color / decoration / symbols etc to represent each person if you want to get all fancy.  
- WHO do YOU align with most in the end? Are there differing opinions in your group?  

 
 
Group Member Names in Alphabetical Order (last name) 
 
 
 
 
Dinner Party - Script Rubric 
Check List 

● details a discussion between 6 authors with varying perspectives that offers civil debate 
● Contains a CLEAR and ACCURATE explanation of initial position of each author that is integrated seamlessly into 

discussion 
● Contains: reasonable social banter, authors defending ideas, countering, critically thinking, questioning, disagreeing, 

acknowledging, and conceding during discussion. 
● Contains pointing out weaknesses / blind spots / biases of other authors in a way that is non-threatening  
● Makes use of ALL THREE appeals and at least THREE of the SIX types of reasonings  
● Ultimately ends with each author leaving with a minor (but meaningful) or significant alteration in perspective  
● has an annotated works cited page in MLA format showing what a more detailed the change was for this author  

● Cites additional works used in the script by authors who are not at the actual table, but whose info was used in 
the discussion or referenced by an author at the table. (these DO NOT need any annotation, but DO need to be 
cited in MLA format) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group Member Names in Alphabetical Order (last name) 
 
 
 
Dinner Party Poster Rubric  
Check List  

● clearly and accurately articulates what each author enters believing  
● clearly and accurately articulates what their possible motive / slant is behind their perspective 
● what they 'bring to the table' in terms of ideas others need to hear (represented by food - or something else creative) is 

relevant, reasonable, and reflective of the author and their perspective, recognizing that each author has something 
worth hearing  

● what they 'take from the table' and add to their own broadening perspective is relevant to that author’s perspective and 
fills a need / hole / narrows bias in their perspective and broadens their understanding 

● contains an articulation of where the group falls (or varying group members fall) on the topic in the end. Articulates if 
their opinion changed, if there they now understand more about the topic in general, which author they align more with 
in the end. Acknowledges any difference of opinion between group members 

Developed by Sarah Furey Reichert



 

 

Transcendentalism Synthesis Activity: Let’s Party! 
 

 As we develop our skills of synthesizing information in preparation for the AP exam, we 
want to start thinking about not only how the sources provided support our thesis, but also how 
they might interact with each other.  
 Imagine the sources were people at a party. Which ones would spend the entire night 
chatting and getting to know each other? Which ones would throw a drink in the other’s face? Let’s 
use some of our transcendental knowledge to find some sources and see what would happen. 
 Follow the steps below: 
 
Step #1 
Divide yourselves up into groups of 6 or 7 (the AP exam offers 6-7 sources… you see where I’m 
going with this? Don’t worry. This will be fun!) 
 
Step #2 
Consider the following prompt: How would you respond to Christopher McCandless’s world views 
and/or decision to completely break away from civilization and live freely? 
 
Step #3 
As a group, collectively select one source per group member. If you have 6 group members, you will 
have 6 sources. The sources you select should explore different angles of the prompt (either for, 
against, or they could be somewhere in the middle). When all is said and done, your selected 
sources should provide a mix of responses to the quote. 
 Two (and only two) of your selected sources may be excerpts from something we have read 
in class. For example, if you would like to pull from Self Reliance or The Catcher in the Rye, then 
photocopy an excerpt from that source. Try to keep it to a length similar to what we might see on 
the AP exam. 
 All together you should have 4-5 print sources and 2 visual sources (cartoons, graphs, charts, 
photographs).  Got it? Cool. Moving on… 
 



 

 

Step #4 
Assign one source to each group member. Whatever source you are assigned, assume the 
personality and beliefs of that source. If you are assigned Walden, then you are a tree-hugging, 
nature-loving, civilization-hating transcendentalist. If you are assigned, let’s say, an article about the 
dangers of solitude, you will adopt the viewpoints of that author (and possibly be extremely 
outgoing and sociable). If you choose a Calvin and Hobbes comic strip or some political cartoon, 
believe firmly in the ideals presented in the images and text presented. Have some fun with this, but 
make good choices. 
 Independently prepare your source and your knowledge of that source so that you may 
actively participate in a discussion about your source both in your chosen group and in a mixed 
setting with other groups.  
 
Step #5 
Get ready to mix and mingle with different sources. If you are so inclined to create a “party” 
atmosphere, bring food and drink to share. 

Developed by Gina Vantuno



Sample Seating Chart: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 





Developed by Timothy Albert


































